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CHRIST AND HUMAN RELATIONS 
4 THESE TIMES 
~INTERPRETING THESE TIMES 
BY SAKAE KUBO 
If you really follow Christ as you 
claim, are you ready to take a fresh 
look at who He really was and 
what He really taught about 
people of different races? 
W
HITE CHRISTIANS have been led 
in recent years through the force 
of circumstances to examine 
their faith and practice in re-
gard to a sensitive area of their lives—
their attitudes toward and treatment of 
the nonwhite races, but particularly 
the Negro. 
Can one be a Christian and still hate 
his colored brother? No, a Christian 
must not hate; but must he love, and 
how far must his Christian love go? 
Is it not God's plan that the races 
should be separate? I as a Christian am 
obliged to build schools and churches 
for the Negro, but am I obliged to al-
low the Negro children to go to school 
with my children and to have the Ne-
groes worship with me in the same 
church? Am I obliged to have a Negro 
as a neighbor in my neighborhood, to 
have him eat in the same restaurants 
where I eat? 
The question here is not one of civil 
rights but of Christian attitudes and be-
havior. From a Christian standpoint the 
granting of civil rights is not sufficient. 
The Christian must do what the law 
cannot; he must love. He must be 
guided by the law of Christ. 
Paul writes to the Galatians, "So 
then, as we have opportunity, let us 
do good to all men, and especially to 
those who are of the household of 
faith." Galatians 6:10.* The Christian's 
outreach is not circumscribed by the 
limitations of membership in the Chris-
tian church, but if there is nothing in 
Christianity that will bring fellowship 
among members, then how can we ex-
pect it to lead to brotherhood among 
those who are not members? The first 
question, then, is, "Does Christianity 
work among its members?" 
Can there be any division, any sepa-
ration, any segregation within the 
Christian church? How can this be  
when the genius of Christianity is its 
universality? 
Membership with the people of God 
before Christ's time was primarily a 
matter of race. Circumcision was the 
initiatory rite, and this was performed 
on an eight-day-old child, hardly old 
enough to exercise faith. But with the 
coming of Jesus it became a matter of 
faith; race did not count anymore. 
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor female; for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. And if you are 
Christ's, then you are Abraham's off-
spring, heirs according to promise." 
Galatians 3:28, 29. 
The unifying element became faith 
rather than race, faith in Jesus Christ. 
Abraham's Offspring cuts through ra-
cial barriers. There is now no favored 
race. 
To claim Christian privilege on the 
basis of race is to revert to a pre-
Christian status. To set up segregated 
churches is to destroy the very genius 
of Christianity. To practice segregation 
in personal relationships is to destroy 
the body of Christ, which is the tem-
ple of God. "Do you not know that you 
are God's temple and that God's Spirit 
dwells in you? If any one destroys 
God's temple, God will destroy him. 
For God's temple is holy, and that tem-
ple you are." 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17. 
To say that Christianity is a univer-
sal religion is not to say that it is un-
circumscribed, disparate, and amor-
phous. It is all one because it is held 
together by a common center. That 
common center is Jesus Christ. 
"Because there is one loaf, we who 
are many are one body, for we all par- 
take of the same loaf." 1 Corinthians 
10:17. There is unity in the universal-
ity. The many from all races who com- 
pose the body of Christ are unified 
since they all partake of the same loaf, 
Jesus Christ. In fact, in Christ the 
people of all racial backgrounds be- 
come "one new man" (Ephesians 2: 
15); Christ is the great melting pot 
through whom the races become "a 
holy nation, God's own people" (1 Pe-
ter 2:9). 
Kyle Haselden aptly words it thus: 
"For Paul the ethnological problem 
within the Christian fellowship was dis-
solved, not in the awareness of man's 
biological identity, but in that oneness 
which men have in Christ, not 'after the 
flesh' but 'after the spirit,' not in the 
solid and shared flesh of men but in 
the broken and shared body of Christ, 
not in consanguinity but in commu-
nion. Christians—Negroes and whites 
—are not merely members of one flesh 
but even more, members of one body." 
Within the household of faith, if any-
where, there cannot then be any dis-
tinction arising from class or race. 
Christians are not merely members of 
one flesh with the rest of humanity but 
also members of one body. They con-
stitute a spiritual oneness that tran-
scends all human barriers such as race, 
class, education, status, wealth, and 
pedigree. In Christ all external distinc-
tions disappear. 
Therefore to discriminate within the 
Christian fellowship by judging exter-
nal distinctions of race is to disclose 
that we have not yet come into that 
fellowship. It is to deny our Christian 
faith. It is to admit our unconverted 
condition. To become a Christian 
means that we now have a Christian 
view of things. "From now on, there-
fore, we regard no one from a human 
point of view; even though we once re-
garded Christ from a human point of 
view, we regard him thus no longer. 
Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is 
a new creation; the old has passed 
away, behold, the new has come." 2 
Corinthians 5:16, 17. 
But the world maintains human stan-
dards, and its non-Christian culture 
influences our attitudes and behavior. 
We fail to realize that the Christian 
must judge the world from his Chris-
tian insight and not uncritically accept 
its standards as his own. If the genius 
of Christianity is its universal quality, 
if in Christ we are one in spirit, if we 
constitute His body, how can we be 
swept along with the tide of human 
opinion which says that a Negro is all 
right in his place but not in ours? How 
Continued 
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can white Christians seek to keep 
Christian Negroes out of our churches, 
our neighborhoods, and our restau-
rants? Can we do anything more dra-
matic to deny the essence of Christian-
ity? 
Paul's counsel through Phillips' trans-
lation is appropriate: "Don't let the 
world around you squeeze you into its 
own mold, but let God remold your 
minds from within." Romans 12:2." 
Segregation, then, is worldly think-
ing; it is thinking from a human point 
of view. It is making external distinc-
tions before God between rich and 
poor, black and white, high class and 
low class, etc. 
At bottom, the root of segregation is 
pride, and pride is the most ungodly 
sin. It was pride that led to the devil's 
fall, and it was pride that led to man's 
fall (that he might be like God, know-
ing good and evil). The object of pride 
becomes a rival to God and leads to 
idolatry. The two most important com-
mandments, the first and the second, 
are broken by pride. It was pride that 
led to the crucifixion of Jesus. Pride in 
race led Hitler to his madness in butch-
ering the Jews. Because it stands as a 
rival to God, there is no telling to what 
lengths pride in race may lead. And 
it may all be done in the name of 
Christianity. 
By baptism the Christian signifies 
that he is finished with the old way of 
looking at things, that he is a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. His whole life 
is reoriented from a worldly human 
viewpoint to a Christian viewpoint. 
God remolds his mind. He acts not on 
what is popular or acceptable but on 
what is Christian and right. He seeks to 
be informed by the Spirit of God, not 
the spirit of man. 
"In these you once walked, when 
you lived in them. But now put them 
all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and foul talk from your mouth. Do not 
lie to one another, seeing that you have 
put off the old nature with its practices 
and have put on the new nature, which 
is being renewed in knowledge after the 
image of its creator. Here there cannot 
be Greek and Jew, circumcised and un-
circumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, 
free man, but Christ is all, and in all." 
Colossians 3:7-11. 
By the Communion service, the 
Christian signifies that he is one with 
Christ and one with his fellow Chris-
tians. "The cup of blessing which we 
bless, is it not a participation in the  
blood of Christ? The bread which we 
break, is it not a participation in the 
body of Christ? Because there is one 
loaf, we who are many are one body, 
for we all partake of the same loaf." 
1 Corinthians 10:16, 17. 
How can we sincerely take part in 
this service while denying our Negro 
brother access to the table? The very 
service which signifies our oneness is 
robbed of its meaning by our practice 
of segregation and the rejection of the 
Negro from our churches. 
The Communion service is in reality 
a great family reunion, a time when 
the "members of the household of 
God" gather around the table to con-
fess their oneness in Christ and in one 
another. It matters not whether one is 
rich and another poor, whether one is 
the most highly educated Ph.D. with 
a string of honorary degrees or is an 
illiterate old lady who has never gone 
to school, whether one is beautiful or 
homely, whether one is white or black. 
We are all one in Christ and feel per-
fectly secure of our place at the table. 
We are "members of the household of 
God," and like members of a family, 
we know we belong. 
For though members of one family 
may have scattered far and wide and 
achieved different levels of success, 
when they have a family reunion, they 
are all one in their belongingness. They 
sit around the common table, and for a 
while all distinctions are obliterated. 
And to mom and dad they are all pre-
cious regardless of their success or lack 
of success. So ought it to be around the 
table of the Lord with the members of 
the household of God. 
When we belong to the same divine 
family, how can we deny a place to a 
person rich, poor, white, or black at the 
family table? 
In worship and prayer we confess 
God as our Father. Christians pray, 
"Our Father," but to pray that is to 
confess that all who address God as 
Father are brothers! 
We cannot begin to pray the Lord's 
Prayer unless we recognize all Chris-
tians as our brothers who are members 
of the same household of faith. If this 
is true, this must not be in name only 
but also in practice. We do not call 
someone our brother and then treat 
him as a foreigner, an alien. He must 
be welcomed where we are. He must 
have all the privileges that are mine. 
We have spoken of one Christian's 
relationship to another Christian. But 
what of the Christian's relationship to  
the non-Christian? Does he have no 
responsibility here? Surely he does, for 
while the oneness between Christians 
is a realized event through faith, the 
oneness of all humankind has been 
made potentially realizable through the 
act of Christ. 
It is the task of Christians to demon-
strate Christ's potentiality for all men. 
And the demonstration becomes most 
effective when it transcends the bounda-
ries of the household of faith. The re-
sponsibility of Christians, then, is to 
demonstrate their oneness even to those 
outside the household of faith. And 
the Christians witness hopefully that 
they may squeeze the world into its 
own mold. 
The Christian's responsibility reaches 
beyond his own household. He does 
good not only to his fellow Christian 
but to all men everywhere. He must act 
as Christ's agent so that His purpose 
"to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth" (Ephesians 
1:10) might be fulfilled. 
The Christian will seek through ev-
ery means to break down the barriers 
that divide men, especially through the 
power of love. The government can-
not legislate fellowship; all it can do is 
to bring about desegregation. But to 
desegregate is not to create fellowship. 
Only the Christian in love can bring 
about true integration, true acceptance, 
and fellowship. 
The government can force two per-
sons to come together in a school or in 
a restaurant, but it cannot force them 
to accept each other. Proximity in 
reality may be the cause of greater ten-
sion and friction. 
It is the Christian in love who must 
imitate his Master's example and break 
down "the dividing wall of hostility" 
(Ephesians 2:14), that in all his rela-
tionships with men there may be no 
longer "Greek and Jew" but "one new 
man" in Christ Jesus. What is a reality 
within the household of God he must 
seek to realize among all men through 
his example and actions. 
The Christian must remember that 
he is a Christian and no longer simply 
a man of the world. His love must not 
be ordinary, partial, or short-winded. 
He must go the second mile. Even 
when his love is rejected or misunder-
stood, he must continue to love. He 
must persist in his goodwill. "Love is 
patient and kind." "Love bears all 
things, . . . endures all things." 1 Co-
rinthians 13:4, 7. Christian love must 
(Continued on page 16) 
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of the Old Testament, types, references, 
indications, hidden suggestion, are all 
gone, for the one to whom all these 
pointed has come Himself. The mark 
of the New Testament is fulfillment and 
realization, not prospect and expec-
tation. 
We are through with suggestion, 
whisper and symbolism. We are face to 
face with Him. We are now in the last 
days. The "fullness of time" has come. 
God has fulfilled His promise. The Sav-
iour has come. Forgiveness is given to 
the repentant believer. Grace abounds. 
He is the brightness of His glory and 
the express image of His person, up-
holding all things by the word of His 
power. 
What is this that the Son spoke to 
us? He spoke to us about character and 
conduct. He spoke to us about love and 
sacrifice. He spoke to us about faith 
and steadfastness. He spoke to us about 
good news and repentance. He spoke to 
us about God and the world. He spoke 
to us about the Kingdom of Heaven. 
He spoke to us about other things, the 
best and deepest and most profound to 
be read in any literature of any people 
in any age. But the most important 
thing He spoke to us was about Him-
self. 
"You have heard it was said by them 
of old time . . . but I say to you . . . 
Whosoever shall confess me before 
men, him will I confess also before my 
Father which is in Heaven. He that 
findeth his life shall lose it, and he that 
loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 
Here is one greater than the temple. A 
greater than Solomon is here. Heaven 
and earth shall pass away but my words 
shall not pass away. Drink ye all of it, 
for this is my blood. All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. No one 
knoweth the Son but the Father, nei-
ther knoweth any man the Father save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the 
Son will reveal him." 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life. 
I am the bread of life. I am the true 
vine. I am the light of the world. I am 
the door. I am the good shepherd. I 
am the Son of God. I and my Father 
are one. Before Abraham was I am. I 
am the resurrection and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live. All things that the Fa-
ther hath are mine." 
You ask me why I believe in Jesus 
Christ. I believe in Him because He is  
my Master whom I cannot consider as 
lying concerning these great things He 
says of Himself in this strange, unique 
Book, which in a sense He wrote from 
beginning to end. 
The importance of the Book is that 
it leads man to Jesus Christ who said 
all this about Himself. END 
This article was printed by permission of 
the United Bible Societies, a world fellow-
ship of Bible societies, 101 Queen Victoria 
Street, London, England. 
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transcend worldly love. "If you love 
those who love you, what credit is that 
to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. And if you do good to 
those who do good to you, what credit 
is that to you? For even sinners do the 
same." Luke 6:32, 33. 
• 
PRAYER CIRCLE 
"Pray for one another," 
wrote the Apostle James, "that 
you may be healed." (James 
5:16, R.S.V.) The privilege of 
prayer is one of God's best 
gifts, not that He isn't already 
willing to give us much more 
than we deserve, but He is 
waiting and longing for us to 
just ask Him. 
We need your prayers, and 
you need ours. Pray for us, 
and we will pray for you. 
Send your prayer requests to 
THESE TIMES Prayer Circle, 
Box 59, Nashville, Tennessee 
37202. 
This means that the Christian's love 
must go beyond his own race and his 
own household if he is to be Christian. 
Too often the Christian's love becomes 
diluted to the level of worldly love, and 
the grace by which he professes to be 
saved is cheapened. But Bonhoeffer 
says, "Cheap grace is grace without dis-
cipleship, grace without the cross, grace 
without Jesus Christ, living and in-
carnate." 
The racial issues that confront the 
Christian today challenge his very be- 
ing, his Christianity, and ask, Is your 
faith in Jesus Christ genuine? Is your 
love Christian? Are you living beyond 
the level of the flesh, beyond the hu-
man level? 
These searching questions demand 
an unequivocal answer. Are you mold-
ing the world, or are you being molded 
by the world? END 
"All Bible texts in this article are from the 
Revised Standard Version unless otherwise 
stated. 
"From The New Testament in Modern 
English. Copyright, J. B. Phillips, 1958. Used 
by permission of The Macmillan Company. 
DO YOU WANT TO BE A 
RADIANT CHRISTIAN? 
(Continued from page 13) 
sand. You cannot control your thoughts, 
your impulses, your affections. The 
knowledge of your broken promises 
and forfeited pledges weakens your 
confidence in your own sincerity, and 
causes you to feel that God cannot ac-
cept you; but you need not despair. 
What you need to understand is the 
true force of the will. This is the gov-
erning power in the nature of man, the 
power of decision, or of choice. Every-
thing depends on the right action of 
the will. The power of choice God has 
given to men; it is theirs to exercise. 
You cannot change your heart, you 
cannot of yourself give to God its af-
fections; but you can choose to serve 
Him. You can give Him your will; He 
will then work in you to will and to do 
according to His good pleasure. Thus 
your whole nature will be brought un-
der the control of the Spirit of Christ; 
your affections will be centered upon 
Him, your thoughts will be in harmony 
with Him. 
Desires for goodness and holiness 
are right as far as they go; but if you 
stop here, they will avail nothing. Many 
will be lost while hoping and desiring 
to be Christians. They do not come to 
the point of yielding the will to God. 
They do not now choose to be Chris-
tians. 
Through the right exercise of the 
will, an entire change may be made in 
your life. By yielding up your will to 
Christ, you ally yourself with the power 
that is above all principalities and 
powers. You will have strength from 
above to hold you steadfast, and thus 
through constant surrender to God 
you will be enabled to live the new 
life, even the life of faith. END 
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